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I’m Kim Miller – a curriculum 

developer, educational blogger, 
and owner of A Love of Teaching.  

I have a passion for helping 
teachers save time by creating 

meaningful and engaging 
classroom resources that make 

teaching and learning easier. 

I truly appreciate your purchase, 
and I hope you enjoy using this 

resource in your classroom. If you 
are not 100% happy or you have 

questions or concerns, please 
email me.  I will do my best to 

make it right!

FOLLOW FOR EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS!
EVERY NEW PRODUCT IS 50% OFF FOR 24 HOURS!

CLICK HERE!

Let’s connect!
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Shop Kim Miller on TpT

My Blog and Shop:
aloveofteaching.com

Email:
kim@aloveofteaching.com
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"I'm done! Now what?"
Ban those words for good! Give your early finishers fun 
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TERMS OF USE
By purchasing this resource, you are purchasing one classroom or personal use license. Please do 

not post this resource online. If you would like to share it with colleagues, please purchase 

additional licenses at a discount. Thank you for respecting my work!

Copyright © Kim Miller (A Love of Teaching).  All rights reserved by author.  This product is to be used by the original downloader only.  

Copying for more than one teacher, classroom, department, school, or school system is prohibited. This product may not be 

distributed or displayed digitally for public view.  Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a 

personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden.  These items can be picked up in a Google search and then shared worldwide for 

free. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement and a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Clipart and 

elements found in this PDF are copyrighted and cannot be extracted and used outside of this file without permission or license. 

YOU MAY NOT:
✓ Distribute, display, or duplicate this resource, 

whether free or purchased, to any other person 

except students in your own classroom;

✓ Claim these works as your own, alter the works in 

any way, or remove or attempt to remove, the 

copyright;

✓ Sell, assign, lease, license, or otherwise profit from 

any use of the works;

✓ Combine any of the works into another unit for 

distribution of any kind whether those units be 

available for purchase or for free;

✓ Post the work for sale, or for free, elsewhere on the 

internet (this includes any search engine or file 

sharing service where these items can be picked 

up in a Google search and downloaded);

✓ Obtain this product through any channels other 

than the Teachers Pay Teachers store owned by 

Kim Miller or on the website 

www.aloveofteaching.com.

YOU MAY:
✓ Use this resource, whether free or purchased by 

you, for the benefit of students in your own 

classroom or for your own personal use;

✓ Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, 

professional development workshops, or other 

venues, PROVIDED that you give credit to Kim Miller 

(A Love of Teaching) as the author, and a link to 

the Teachers Pay Teachers store or website store 

owned by Kim Miller is included in your post or 

presentation;

✓ Share this file privately as a Google Drive link or 

through Google Classroom with your students as 

long as the link is not publicly posted online.

NEED HELP?
If you need help implementing this resource in your 

classroom, or are having a technical issue, please 

email me at: kim@aloveofteaching.com.

mailto:kim@aloveofteaching.com


W I T H  N O N - F I C T I O N  T E X T

MAIN IDEA & SUPPORTING DETAILS

COMMON CORE
ALIGNMENT

This product aligns with the following CCSS:

RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the 

key details and explain how they support the main idea. 

RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain 

how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text 

and explain how they are supported by key details; 

summarize the text.  (use as a review tool before moving 

into two or more main ideas in a text)

This FREE download comes with 2 different non-

fiction passages that students can use to practice 

finding the main idea and supporting details.  

Depending on how much your students know about finding the main 
idea will depend on how you use these non-fiction reading passages.  
Third grade students may need modeling of the activity before 
completing one on their own.  Fourth grade students should easily be 
able to find the main idea and supporting details after a brief 
introduction.  Fifth grade students could use these passage to review 
third and fourth grade skills on finding the main idea and supporting 
details.  You could use these non-fiction reading passages for:

•whole group introduction to main idea
•whole group review
•morning desk work
•small group assignment
•homework

They could even be used as an assessment tool.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY:
RI.4.2 asks students to not only determine the main idea and      
supporting details, but to also summarize the text.  Once students 
have completed the activity, you could have them use their web 
including the main idea and three supporting details to write a 
summary of the text.

KEEP THESE IN A BINDER!
Add the table of contents and printable passages to a binder for easy 
access throughout the year.

SUGGESTIONS
FOR USE



teaching main idea & details
Scaffolded instruction is the key to teaching main idea!

When first teaching main idea to upper elementary, it’s important to start with some basics. The first resource 

in this series introduces students to short paragraphs with an obvious main idea and easy to find supporting 

details to choose from. This strategy helps students get in the habit of focusing on what the text is mostly 

about. It also allows students to pinpoint key ideas that support and help describe the main idea.

Finding the Main Idea and Supporting Details starts students with the main idea found in the first sentence, 

and supporting details are strategically placed throughout the text. They are obvious details that are easy to 

find. Once students get comfortable locating the main idea and supporting details, you can move on to 

harder text where the main idea isn’t necessarily found in the first sentence, and the supporting details are 

woven into the passage in a way that requires students to dig deeper into what the text is mostly about. 

Each resource below builds on the other. They gradually get harder and scaffolded instruction takes place.

• winter-themed 
• main idea may be 

found in the first 
sentence, second 

sentence, third 
sentence, or last 

sentence of the 
paragraph

• spring-themed
• main idea may be 

found anywhere 
from the first 

sentence to the fifth 
sentence of the 

paragraph

• variety of passages
• main idea found in 

the first sentence
• perfect for 

beginners just 
starting to learn 

how to find the 
main idea and 

supporting details

• Christmas-themed
• main idea may be 

found in the first 
sentence, second 

sentence, or last 
sentence of the 

paragraph
• written about topics 

students might 
"wonder" about

• fall themed  
• main idea mostly 

found in the first 
sentence 

• some passages 
include the main 

idea in the second 
or third sentence of 

the paragraph  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Winter-Passages-Printable-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-1613324
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-Supporting-Details-Print-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-Distance-Learning-1220766
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Fall-Passages-Printable-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-2962845
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Spring-Passages-Printable-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-2952648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Year-Long-Bundle-Printable-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-2963948
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Christmas-Passages-Printable-or-TpT-Digital-Activity-2911191


This download is valid for ONLY ONE classroom. If you intend to share this resource, please direct your teacher 

friends to download their own free copy on Teachers Pay Teachers. Thanks!

Use the links below to make a digital copy of the free sample pages.

The Wonders of Water

Preventing Cavities

Main Idea & Supporting Details with Non-Fiction Text
Google Slides Digital Version (FREE SAMPLE)

Main Idea and Supporting Details with Non-Fiction Text | © Kim Miller

To use this resource with your students digitally, you 

must FIRST add it to your Google Drive. 

PLEASE DO NOT share these links on the internet outside of a 

secured website or school LMS. You may share the link/slides 

with your students via Google Classroom, email, or some other 

secure online classroom platform. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bPFQH_jbI0AHOFFhDYx4L2w5TOr6cmF9LlNpA-oAtZA/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ADm8NU68NXBxpcrL9uyC-KaQA3-h2cYNS_yscqSTtqg/copy


TOPIC MAIN IDEA
SUPPORTING 

DETAILS

Ask yourself…

Who or what is 

the whole text 

about?

Ask yourself…

What is the most 

important point 

or thought about 

the topic?

Ask yourself…

Which details 

support and help 

to describe the 

main idea?

main idea & supporting details
What is main idea?
The main idea is what the text is MOSTLY about. It can be found at the 

beginning of a short passage or at the end (the last sentence). 

What are supporting details?
The supporting details are the key points that support and help describe the 

main idea.

Use this strategy to help you find the main idea and 

supporting details of each passage.

Main Idea and Supporting Details with Non-Fiction Text | © Kim Miller
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Name______________ Name______________



Water plays an important part in our lives and in 

our environment. It covers nearly three-quarters of the 

Earth’s surface. It is fun to play in, but it is also needed 

for life. In fact, we can not survive without water to 

drink. People also need water to wash, cook, and  

grow food. Every living thing needs water. Without it, 

plants and trees would not grow, aquatic life would 

have no where to live, and animals who find their food 

in the water would have nothing to eat. Up in Earth’s 

atmosphere, water vapor cools and collects into 

clouds. When enough clusters of cloud particles stick 

together, they tumble back down to Earth as rain, 

snow, hail, or sleet. Without water, the water cycle 

would not work, and we would not have precipitation 

on Earth. Did you know that most of the world’s 

population does not have access to clean water? We 

are very lucky to live in a country where clean water is  

available for us to drink. It is up to us to be responsible 

users of the water we have on  Earth.

Name _______________________  Date   _______________

Directions: Highlight or lightly color the main idea with yellow. 

Highlight or underline the supporting details with blue or green. 

Then, fill out the graphic organizer below.

Main Idea

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3

Main Idea and Supporting Details with Non-Fiction Text | © Kim Miller

The Wonders of

Water

1



There are many ways you can protect your teeth 

from cavities. When cavities form they give bacteria a 

place to hide while forming a clear coating on your 

teeth called, plaque. A build up of plaque can burn 

holes in your teeth, so it is important to prevent the 

plaque from forming. Using fluoride toothpaste is a 

good way to prevent cavities. Fluoride is a chemical 

that hardens your tooth enamel and makes it harder 

for acids to burn through your teeth. Some water 

bottling companies add fluoride to their water, so 

drinking water with fluoride in it will also help. Another 

way you could prevent cavities is to avoid sugary 

foods, and chew sugar-free gum. Bacteria loves sugar, 

and when you eat lots of sugar they eat, too! There are 

many ways to prevent cavities, but the best way is to 

brush for two minutes, at least two times a day, using 

fluoride toothpaste and a toothbrush. By doing this, you 

are making sure that you still have your teeth when you 

are older. It will also give you something to smile about!

Name _______________________  Date   _______________

Directions: Highlight or lightly color the main idea with yellow. 

Highlight or underline the supporting details with blue or green. 

Then, fill out the graphic organizer below.

Main Idea

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3

Main Idea and Supporting Details with Non-Fiction Text | © Kim Miller

Preventing
Cavities

2



Water plays an important part in our lives and in 

our environment. It covers nearly three-quarters of the 

Earth’s surface. It is fun to play in, but it is also needed 

for life. In fact, we can not survive without water to 

drink. People also need water to wash, cook, and  

grow food. Every living thing needs water. Without it, 

plants and trees would not grow, aquatic life would 

have no where to live, and animals who find their food 

in the water would have nothing to eat. Up in Earth’s 

atmosphere, water vapor cools and collects into 

clouds. When enough clusters of cloud particles stick 

together, they tumble back down to Earth as rain, 

snow, hail, or sleet. Without water, the water cycle 

would not work, and we would not have precipitation 

on Earth. Did you know that most of the world’s 

population does not have access to clean water? We 

are very lucky to live in a country where clean water is  

available for us to drink. It is up to us to be responsible 

users of the water we have on  Earth.

Name _______________________  Date   _______________

Directions: Highlight or lightly color the main idea with yellow. 

Highlight or underline the supporting details with blue or green. 

Then, fill out the graphic organizer below.

Main Idea

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3
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The Wonders of

Water

1

Answer Key

Answers will vary.

Water plays an important part  in 

our lives and in our environment.

We can not survive without water to  

drink.

Plants and trees would not grow.

We would not have precipitation 

on Earth.



There are many ways you can protect your teeth 

from cavities. When cavities form they give bacteria a 

place to hide while forming a clear coating on your 

teeth called, plaque. A buildup of plaque can burn 

holes in your teeth, so it is important to prevent the 

plaque from forming. Using fluoride toothpaste is a 

good way to prevent cavities. Fluoride is a chemical 

that hardens your tooth enamel and makes it harder 

for acids to burn through your teeth. Some water 

bottling companies add fluoride to their water, so 

drinking water with fluoride in it will also help. Another 

way you could prevent cavities is to avoid sugary 

foods, and chew sugar-free gum. Bacteria loves sugar, 

and when you eat lots of sugar they eat, too! There are 

many ways to prevent cavities, but the best way is to 

brush for two minutes, at least two times a day, using 

fluoride toothpaste and a toothbrush. By doing this, you 

are making sure that you still have your teeth when you 

are older. It will also give you something to smile about!

Name _______________________  Date   _______________

Directions: Highlight or lightly color the main idea with yellow. 

Highlight or underline the supporting details with blue or green. 

Then, fill out the graphic organizer below.

Main Idea

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3
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Preventing
Cavities

2

Answer Key

Answers will vary.

There are many ways you can  

protect your teeth from cavities.

Using fluoride toothpaste.

Avoid sugary foods, and chew

sugar-free gum

Brush for two minutes, at least two  

times a day,


